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Outline of Deuteronomy
I.
Preamble: The Setting of the Covenant (1:4)
II.
Historical Relations Between God and His People (chs. 1-4)

A. Sinai (Horeb) to Kadesh Barnea (1:5-46)

1. The Lord’s command at Horeb to possess the Promised Land (1:5-8)

2. The multitude of the community and its governance (1:9-18)

3. Israel’s distrust of the Lord and His judgment on them (1:19-46)

B. Kadesh Barnea to the Transjordanian Conquests (chs. 2-3)

1. Passage through Edom (2:1-8)

2. Warning not to meddle with Moab (2:9-12)

3. God’s judgment upon the Israelites completed (2:13-15)

4. Warning not to meddle with Ammon (2:16-23)

5. Victories over Sihon and Og (2:24-3:11)

6. Distribution of the Transjordanian lands (3:12-20)

7. Commissioning of Joshua (3:21-29)

C. Call of Obedience to the Lord (ch. 4)

1. Call to wisdom and obedience to the Lord’s commands (4:1-8)

2. Fear the Lord, guard against falling away (4:9-31)

3. Remember that the Lord has chosen you in His mercy (4:32-40)

4. Establishment of the Transjordanian cities of refuge (4:41-43)

5. Transition to God’s Law (4:44-49)

III.
General Stipulations of the Covenant (chs. 5-11)

A. Renewal of the Covenant (ch. 5)

1. The covenant applies to the current generation (5:1-5)

2. Restatement of the Covenant (the Decalogue) (5:6-21)

3. Remembrance of Theophany at Sinai (5:22-33)
B. The Great Commandment—Exclusive Devotion to the Lord (ch. 6)

1. Call to fear and obey the Lord (6:1-3)

2. The Shema, the oneness of God and the command love Him (6:4-9)

3. Warning against apostasy or testing the Lord (6:10-19)

4. Teach this devotion to the Lord to successive generations (6:20-25)

C. You Are a Holy People and Are to Trust in the Lord (ch. 7)

1. Prohibition against covenants, marriages with the Canaanites (7:1-5)

2. You are to be a holy people consecrated to the Lord (7:6-8)

3. Remember who the Lord your God is (7:9-11)

4. Promise of blessings for faithfulness (7:12-16)

5. Remember who God is if you doubt your ability to conquer (7:17-24)

6. Command to destroy their idols (7:25-26)

D. Humble Yourself and Remember How the Lord Led You (ch. 8)

1. The Lord humbled you so that you would live by His word (8:1-6)

2. Warning against thinking this blessing is of your own work (8:7-20)

E. Do Not Be Prideful for You Have Sinned Before the LORD (9:1-10:11)

1. The nations will not fall because of your righteousness (9:1-6)

2. Remember you provoked the Lord with the Golden Calf (9:7-21)

3. Remember you provoked the Lord on other occasions (9:22-29)

4. Nevertheless, the Lord renewed His covenant with you (10:1-5)

5. The passing of the old generation and positioning the new (10:6-11)

F. What the Lord Requires of His People and His Covenantal Promise (10:12-11:32)

1. Summary of what the Lord requires of His people (10:12-13)

2. Reminder of who the Lord is and what He has done (10:14-11:7)

3. Promise of reward for obedience (11:8-25)

4. Statement of blessing and curse (11:26-32)

IV.
Stipulations for Ordering Life Under the Covenant (chs. 12-26)

A. Worship and Ceremonial Stipulations (12:1-16:17)

1. Worship only where and how the Lord designates (12:1-28)

· Command to destroy the places of false worship (12:1-3)

· You are to worship in the place the Lord identifies (12:4-14)

· You may eat non-sacrifices away from the sanctuary (12:15-28)

2. Resist the temptation to apostasy (12:29-13:18)

· Warning against apostasy (12:29-32)

· Judgment upon those false prophets (13:1-5)

· Judgment upon those encouraging apostasy (13:6-11)

· Judgment upon other cities that apostatize (13:122-18)

3. Offer proper sacrifices and tithes (ch. 14)

· You are a holy people unto the Lord (14:1-2)

· Guidance on clean and unclean things to eat (14:3-21)

· Tithes and fellowship offerings (14:22-29)

4. Restoration, release, and remembrance (15:1-16:17)

· Restoration in the Sabbatical year (15:1-11)

· Release of Hebrew servants (15:12-18)

· Consecration of firstborn livestock (15:19-23)

· Tributary observance of the three high holy feasts (16:1-17)

B. Stipulations Regarding Kingdom Officials (16:18-18:22)

1. Judges and kings (16:18-17:20)

· Judges are to judges righteously (16:18-20)

· Prohibition of false religion near the Lord’s altar (16:21-17:1)

· Punishment for idolatry (17:2-7)

· The practice and administration of justice (17:8-13)

· Stipulations on the administration of kings (17:14-20)

2. Priests, Levites, and Prophets (ch. 18)

· Direct portion for the priests and Levites the Lord (18:1-8)

· The practices of the Canaanites are prohibited (18:9-14)

· Promise of a Prophet to come like Moses (18:15-18)

· Test of true prophets (18:19-22)

C. Stipulations of Civil Law (chs. 19-25)

1. Safeguards of Justice (ch. 19)

· Provision of cities of refuge (19:1-13)

· Stability of landmarks (19:14)

· Requirement of multiple witnesses (19:15)

· Punishment of false witnesses (19:16-21)

2. Right Conduct in Warfare (ch. 20)

· Call before a battle to be courageous (20:1-4)

· Exemptions from military service (20:5-9)

· Conduct of warfare outside and inside Canaan (20:10-18)

· Restrictions on siege warfare (20:19-20)

3. Corporate Responsibilities in the Community and Family (21:1-22:4)

· Expunging corporate guilt in cases of unsolved death (21:1-9)

· Boundaries of authority over one’s wife (21:10-14)

· Boundaries of authority of fathers over sons (21:15-17)

· Punishment of lawlessness by incorrigible sons (21:18-21)

· Do not make one executed into a public spectacle (21:22-23)

· Concern for a neighbor’s property or livelihood (22:1-4)

4. Maintenance of the Natural Order (22:5-12)

· Respect the natural order: no cross dressing (22:5)

· Preserve nature: do not take a mother bird and young (22:6-7)

· Foster safety: make a parapet with a new house (22:8)

· Maintain purity in types: do not mix seeds, unequally yoke an ox and an ass, and or mix woolen and linen (22:9-11)

· Be holy to God and submissive to His commands: command to have fringes on the corners of one’s garment (22:12)

5. Sexual Misconduct (22:22-30)

· Procedures to address charges of not being a virgin (22:13-21)

· Execution for adultery (22:22)

· Procedure for cases of rape, seduction (22:23-29)

· Prohibition of incest (22:30)

6. Holiness in the Congregation (23:1-18)

· Exclusions from the congregation of the Lord (23:1-8)

· Purification of those deploying in the army (23:9-14)

· Protection for escaped slaves (23:15-16)

· Prohibition of cultic prostitution (23:17-18)

7. Safeguards Against Economic Exploitation (23:10-25)

· Prohibition of usury (23:19-20)

· Regulation governing vows (23:21-23)

· Allowed limited free usage of a neighbor’s produce (23:24-25)

8. Sanctity of Marriage (24:1-5)

· Remarriage after an intervening marriage prohibited (24:1-4)

· Exempt from military service in the first year of marriage (24:5)

9. Protection for Personal Wellbeing (24:6-15)

· Prohibition on taking millstones as a pledge (24:6)

· Prohibition against manstealing (24:7)

· Command to follow the Levitical laws regarding leprosy (24:8-9)

· Prohibition on compelling one to surrender a pledge (24:10-13)

· Command to treat servants fairly (24:14-15)

10. Fairness in Justice and Charity (24:16-22)

· Command to treat people individually in capital cases (24:16)

· Command not to pervert justice (24:17-18)

· Command to leave gleanings for the poor (24:19-22)

11. Preservation of Personal Dignity (25:1-16)

· Limitation on the scope of corporal punishment (25:1-3)

· Prohibition against muzzling an ox while it is working (25:4)

· Perpetuation of the family name of one deceased (25:5-10)

· Punishment for underhanded intervention in a fight (25:11-12)

· Requirement to keep just weights and measures (25:13-16)

12. Final Commands Associated with Entering the Land (25:17-26:19)

· Command to blot out the descendants of Amalek (25:17-19)

· Initial offering of firstfruits once in the land (26:1-11)

· Triannual reaffirmation of covenantal faithfulness (26:12-15)

· Declaration of the intent to covenant (26:16-19)

V.
Sanctions and Covenant Ratification (chs. 27-30)

A. Instructions for the Ratification Ceremony in Canaan (ch. 27)

1. Erection of memorial stones once in the Promised Land (27:1-8)

2. Call to obedience (27:9-10)

3. Curses to be pronounced by the Levites once in the land (27:11-26)

B. Ratificatory Blessings and Curses for the Covenant (ch. 28)

1. Blessings for obedience to the Lord (28:1-14)

2. Curses for disobedience to the Lord (28:15-68)
C. Summons to the Covenant Oath (chs. 29-30)

1. Summons to the covenant oath (29:1)

2. Reminder of their history to this point (29:2-9)

3. This covenant is for present and future generations (29:10-29)

4. Promise of restoration (30:1-10)

5. Choice of life or death (30:11-20)

VI.
Dynastic Disposition and Covenant Continuity (chs. 31-34)

A. Final Arrangements (31:1-29)

1. Charge to the people to trust the Lord (31:1-6)

2. Charge to Joshua to be strong and of good courage (31:7-8)

3. Command to read this law every sabbatical year (31:9-13)

4. Theophanic vision to Moses of the apostasy of the people (31:14-23)

5. Deposit of the Law in the Ark of the Covenant (31:24-29)

B. The Song of Covenant Witness (31:30-32:47)

1. Introduction (31:30)

2. Invocation of Witnesses (32:1-3)

3. Preamble (32:4-6)

4. Historical Prologue (32:7-14)

5. Record of Rebellion Against the Covenant (32:15-18)

6. Curses on the Covenant-Breakers (32:19-25)

7. Blessings Through Redemptive Judgment (32:26-43)

8. Commissioning of Joshua (32:44-47)

C. God’s Final Command to Moses (32:48-52)

D. Moses’ Last Testament to the Respective Tribes of Israel (ch. 33)

E. Dynastic Succession (ch. 34)
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